
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

CONTENTS 

 

Careful! Don’t fall in that tomb    ..............................................................  1 

 

#1 - Prepare your minds for action. (1 Peter 1.13)  .............................................................. 7 

 

#2 - Don’t sleep during the harvest. (Proverbs 10.5)  .............................................................. 16 

 

#3 - Seek first the Kingdom of God (Matthew 6.33)  .............................................................. 25 

 

#4 - Count others better than yourself. (Philippians 2.3) .............................................................. 31 

 

#5 - Be quick to listen and slow to speak. (James 1.19) .............................................................. 41 

 

#6 - Bear one another’s burdens. (Galations 6.2)  .............................................................. 50 

 

#7 - Remember the Sabbath. (Exodus 20.8)   .............................................................. 55 

 

What is the gospel?      .............................................................. 65 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAREFUL! 

DON’T 

FALL IN THAT 

TOMB 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Careful! Don’t fall in that tomb 

 

Today, many schools and other student-centered 

organizations have turned to The 7 Habits of Happy Kids as 

a teaching tool to mold children and structure school 

buildings. Often, the seven habits come within the larger 

spectrum of The Leader in Me, a book by Stephen R. 

Covey on how schools and parents can inspire greatness in 

children. 

While it appears that some schools have better 

organized their daily procedures, and many children have 

altered they way the behave in certain circumstances, the 

Christian parent or child must ask if the principles found 

within these seven habits, as well as the underlying 

principles of The Leader in Me, are in line with our own 

Christian virtues. 

Jesus Christ said to the teachers of his day, “Woe to 

you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like 
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whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but 

within are full of dead people’s bones and all uncleanness.” 

(Matthew 23.27) The Pharisees were a sect who believed 

their outward conformity to rules – some biblical and 

others they had simply made up as arbitrary impositions – 

meant that they were righteous individuals. 

In that same time in history it was common to 

whitewash tombs so that people didn’t fall in when walking 

near open tombs at sunset. Yet, no matter how clean and 

white and sparkly one was able to get the outside of that 

tomb, it was full of death. The Pharisees, no matter how 

much they tried to maintain an outward conformity to rules, 

were dead inside. Said Matthew Henry, “While they would 

seem to be godly, they were neither sober nor righteous. 

We are really, what we are inwardly. Outward motives may 

keep the outside clean, while the inside is filthy; but if the 

heart and spirit be made new, there will be newness of life; 

here we must begin with ourselves. The righteousness of 

the scribes and Pharisees was like the ornaments of a grave, 

or dressing up a dead body, only for show.” [1] 

All men, by nature, are born as sinners, and we are 

spiritually dead. Paul speaks of this in his letter to the 

Ephesians, particularly in verse 2.2-3, “And you He made 

alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you 

once walked according to the course of this world, 

according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 

who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom 

also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our 

flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and 

were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.” 

The reason we are full of sin is that we are 

spiritually dead. We are totally depraved, and that total 

depravity affects every aspect of our man. Yes, it even 

includes our wills; in truth, our wills are dead. Apart from 
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regeneration by the Holy Spirit, it is impossible one could 

ever choose for the glory of God. And not only are we 

depraved, but we are unable to do anything about it. As 

Paul teaches in Romans 8.6-7, “For to be carnally minded 

is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 

Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not 

subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.” Thus not 

only are our natural minds not subject to the law of God – 

the standard of his covenant made with Adam – but it 

cannot be subject to God’s law. We are not only totally 

depraved, but we are totally unable to do anything about it. 

And so we face a dilemma. God demands perfect 

and unceasing obedience to his perfect standards, yet we 

are a dead, fallen race. So the question faces us: Does total 

depravity plus total inability result in total hopelessness. To 

we answer, only if we look to ourselves. If we put faith in 

ourselves, then we are, indeed hopeless. From our 

conception in the womb we have fallen short of God’s 

perfect standard. (Psalm 51.5) But if we look to Jesus 

Christ, who fully fulfilled God’s moral law, who fully took 

the punishment that was due to sinners, then we have 

salvation from sin and hell. For when we died by sin, God 

declared that we deserved eternal punishment. Certainly, 

God will punish. God will punish every sin ever 

committed, either in Christ or in the sinner. As John 

Baptizer declared in John 3.36, “He who believes in the 

Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the 

Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” 

We do not simply need our tombs whitewashed. We 

certainly do not need to inspire greatness from sinners; in 

fact, we cannot do that. We need the greatness of Jesus 

Christ to be reckoned to our account. We need to be 

covered in his blood and clothed with his righteousness. 
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The Leader in Me “assumes that all young people 

are good, and within each child are gifts to be unleashed.” 

[2] The Apostle Paul, on the other hand, speaking by divine 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit, knew that, “In me, that is in 

my flesh, dwells no good thing.” (Romans 7.18) 

No doubt, such programs may whitewash tombs and 

teach outward conformity to some set of established norms, 

but programs can never raise a dead sinner to life. On the 

other hand, they can further convince a sinner of his own 

self righteousness and blur his need for Christ. 

Children are image-bearers of God, like all 

mankind. In the creation account in Genesis, animals were 

not created in the image of God; man was. There is a 

difference between man and beast, and it lies in the divine 

image. Some have quickly jumped to the conclusion that 

God’s image is found in man’s body. This is not the case, 

for animals have bodies, too. Moreover, God has no body; 

he is a spirit. 

 According to Hebrews 1.3, Jesus Christ is the image 

of God. According to John 1 he is the Logos (Word), that is 

to say, the wisdom of God. Adam was created in God’s 

image, and he was given dominion over the animals. He 

was superior to the animals because he was a rational, 

thinking creature. This was the image of God in him. Said 

Gordon Clark, “The image [of God] must be reason, 

because God is truth, and fellowship with him - a most 

important purpose in creation - requires thinking and 

understanding. Without reason man would doubtless 

glorify god as do the stars, stones, and animals, but he 

could not enjoy him forever. Even if in God’s providence 

animals survive death and adorn the future world, they 

cannot have what the scripture calls eternal life because 

eternal life is to know the only ture God, and knowledge is 
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an exercise of the mind or reason. Without reason there can 

be no morality or righteousness: These too require 

thought.” [3] 

 Their lives are precious for this very reason. Yet we 

know that children, like adults, can push us to the brink of 

our patience on any given day. While man was created in 

God’s image, that image was shattered when mankind fell 

into sin. Adam was required to have unceasing, perfect 

obedience to God. He passed some of the positive 

requirements: He named the animals as God had 

commanded, and he took care of the garden as God told 

him to do. Yet Adam underwent a positive test in the 

garden, and God warned, “Of every tree of the garden you 

may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it 

you shall surely die.” 

 There were four aspects to this sentence of death: 

physical death (Genesis 3.19), misery in life (2 Corinthians 

11.23), spiritual death (1 Timothy 5.6), and eternal death 

(Luke 16.19-31). Man, by his fall, was deprived of the 

image of God. This does not mean that he suddenly has 

some other purpose. He is simply not functioning properly. 

We are still image bearers, but we are now incapable of 

correct knowledge (1 Corinthians 2.14). 

 Your children are precious because they are God’s 

image bearers, but they are not functioning properly. Their 

ability to think, reason, and use logic is hindered - some 

may even need special education services - and their 

behavior is hindered as well. Moral judgments fall under 

general intellectual activity, and students will continue to 

make incorrect evaluations by means of wrong thinking. 

Once raised from spiritual death to new life in 

Christ, however, we will strive to obey Christ out of 
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gratitude for him having done what we could have never 

done for ourselves. Paul declared that he brought his every 

thought captive to obey Christ. (2 Corinthians 10.5) 

The 7 Habits of Happy Kids [4] include: 

1. Be proactive (You’re in charge.) 

2. Begin with the end in mind (Have a plan.) 

3. Put first things first (Work, then play.) 

4. Think win-win (Everyone can win.) 

5. Seek first to understand then to be understood (Listen 

before you talk.) 

6. Synergize (Together is better.) 

7. Sharpen the saw (Balance feels best.) 

 

Those seek to obey Christ at every point from 

gratitude immediately have questions. Is together always 

better? Does the Bible not teach, “Do not be unequally 

yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has 

righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has 

light with darkness?” (2 Corinthians 6.14) And, of course, 

am I really charge? Or, is it true even of the birds that “not 

one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father?” 

(Matthew 10.29) 

What then do Christians teach our children? 

Consider seven biblical commands that we may teach our 

children to strive toward obedience to Christ: 

1. Prepare your minds for action. (1 Peter 1.13) 

2. Don’t sleep during the harvest. (Proverbs 10.5) 

3. Seek first the Kingdom of God (Matthew 6.33) 

4. Count others better than yourself. (Philippians 2.3) 

5. Be quick to listen and slow to speak. (James 1.19) 

6. Bear one another’s burdens. (Galations 6.2) 

7. Remember the Sabbath. (Exodus 20.8) 

 

In fact, we would all do well to consider these seven 

principles. “And this is love: that we walk in obedience to 

his commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his 

command is that you walk in love.” 2 John 1.6 
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#1 - Prepare your minds for action 

 

The Apostle Peter writes, “Therefore, prepare your 

minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope 

completely on the grace to be brought to you at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not be 

conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your 

ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy 

yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written,  

YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.” 

Said Matthew Henry, “As the traveler, the racer, the 

warrior, and the laborer, gathered in their long and loose 

garments, that they might be ready in their business, so let 

Christians do by their minds and affections. Be sober, be 

watchful against all spiritual dangers and enemies, and be 

temperate in all behavior. Be sober-minded in opinion, as 

well as in practice, and humble in your judgment of 

yourselves. A strong and perfect trust in the grace of God is 
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agreeable with best endeavors in our duty. Holiness is the 

desire and duty of every Christian. It must be in all affairs, 

in every condition, and towards all people. We must 

especially watch and pray against the sins to which we are 

inclined. The written word of God is the surest rule of a 

Christian's life, and by this rule we are commanded to be 

holy every way. God makes those holy whom he saves.” 

[5] 

It only does good to be proactive if our choices are 

based on virtues and principles. Being proactive based 

upon desires, feelings, circumstances, or other conditions, 

is merely reactionary relativism. We may never sacrifice 

our principles based on emotions and feelings at any given 

moment. Our surest rule of life, said Henry, is the written 

word of God. Feelings come and go; emotions rise and fall. 

Yet the word of God endures forever. (Isaiah 40.8) And 

Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today, and forever. 

(Hebrews 13.8) 

To teach our children to be prepared for action, we 

must be teaching them the whole counsel of God’s word. If 

we are to be holy in our behavior, we must know how God 

expects us to behave. As I once heard a minister explain, 

some decisions we have already made and now we carry 

them in our back pockets. Then, when faced with a 

circumstance, we do not have to make a decision on a 

moment’s notice; rather, we simply pull the decision from 

our pocket that we made a long, long, time ago. 

When our child is away from Mom and Dad and 

sees a stranger unknowingly drop a $20 bill, he does not 

have to decide whether to return to the money to its owner. 

He has already been taught that “You shall not steal.” He 

knows that godliness and honesty are inseparable. He 

knows that he is to love his neighbor as himself. He has 
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been commanded by God to prepare his mind for action, 

and when the man drops his money, the child acts. 

Typically, parents are the providential tool by which a child 

learns to prepare his mind. 

Even as adults, we may travel and see billboards 

advertising pornographic shopping and viewing at an 

upcoming exit. Do not decide at that moment whether to 

depart the highway; simply pull the decision from your 

back pocket that you made while preparing your mind for 

action.  

Yet, in multiple lifetimes, we could not exhaust 

God’s word and all of its implications. Moreover, we 

pilgrim through a world of sin while battling the sins of our 

own flesh, and the preparation of our minds must be 

revisited over and over again. Thus Paul tells the believers 

in Ephesus “to put off your old self, which belongs to your 

former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful 

desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds.” 

(Ephesians 4.22-23). John Gill suggested this renewing of 

their minds “designs not the first work of renovation; for 

these Ephesians had been renewed, and were made new 

creatures in Christ; but the gradual progress of it; and takes 

in, if not principally intends, a renewal, or an increase of 

spiritual light and knowledge, of life and strength, of joy 

and comfort, and fresh supplies of grace, and a revival of 

the exercise of grace; and in short, a renewal of spiritual 

youth, and a restoration of the saints to that state and 

condition they were in, in times past: and the exhortation to 

this can only mean, that it becomes saints to be concerned 

for such revivings and renewings, and to pray for them, as 

David did, Psalm 51:10 for otherwise, this is as much the 

work of the Spirit of God, as renovation is at first; and he 

only who is sent forth, and renews the face of the earth, 
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year by year, can renew us daily in the Spirit of our minds.” 

[6] 

For the duration of our lives in this world, we must 

always be filling our minds with knowledge and wisdom, 

seeking for God to renew us and sanctify us so that we may 

never tire. We teach our children how to prepare their 

minds, and we bid them to continue preparing after they 

have left our homes and become husbands or wives in their 

own homes. We study the word of God because it is the 

surest rule of our faith and walk, and as Henry reminds us, 

“by this rule we are commanded to be holy every way.” 

Or, as James said, “But be doers of the word, and 

not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” (James 1.22) 

Having prepared our minds for action, we are now 

burdened to act. We are called to obedience. As James said, 

“ For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is 

like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; for he 

observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what 

kind of man he was.” 

When we look in the mirror, we should see filth. 

We should see vileness and unpleasantness. That is our 

natural being. However, when we look at the law of liberty, 

we see that we have been freed from the condemnation of 

sin and the guilt that was due to us. Christ walked on earth 

in perfect obedience to the law, and his righteousness 

counts on behalf of his people, even if they are vile in 

themselves. Will gratitude then motivate us to act in 

obedience to the one whom freed us from the damnation we 

rightly deserved? Said Gill of the man who hears the word 

and does not do it, “He forgets either his spots, blemishes, 

and imperfections; or his comeliness and beauty; the 

features of his face, be they comely or not: so a bare hearer 

of the word, who is not concerned to practice what he 

hears, while he is hearing, he observes some things amiss in 
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himself, and some excellencies in Christ; but, when the 

discourse is over, he goes his way, and thinks no more of 

either.” [7] 

We read in Matthew 22.35-40: And one of them, a 

lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which 

is the great commandment in the Law?” And he said to 

him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the 

great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 

commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

The Christian must love God and his neighbor. The 

love of a human, though, is often mistaken as an emotion. 

Love is not an emotion; it is a volition. This is why God is 

able to command, “Husbands, love your wives, just as 

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.” 

(Ephesians 5.25) Emotions change, thus God does not 

command an emotion. By commanding us to love, God is 

commanding us to fill up the law, for “love is the fulfilling 

of the law.” (Romans 13.10). 

In defining love we note that it is inextricably tied 

to obedience. There must be obedience to God’s law for 

there to be love. If we love God we obey his 

commandments, for love consists in fulfilling the law. In 1 

John 5.2 we read, “By this we know that we love the 

children of God, when we love God and keep His 

commandments.” 

On this issue, Jesus was blunt: “If you love Me, 

keep My commandments” (John 14:15). I John 5:3 says, 

“For this is the love of God, that we keep His 

commandments.” Said Gordon H. Clark, who equated love 

and lawfulness, “But with respect to love, two points must 

be made. First, God’s love is eternal, therefore not a sudden 

change, therefore not an emotion. Second, God commands 
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us to love him. A commandment requires voluntary 

obedience.” [8] 

Now the question must be answered, are you 

obedient to God? Do you love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. And, 

do you love your neighbor as yourself? If so, act as you 

have prepared your mind to act. 

The Good Samaritan 

And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested 

Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 

eternal life?” 

He said to him, “What is written in the law? What 

is your reading of it?” 

So he answered and said, “‘You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 

with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and 

‘your neighbor as yourself.’” 

And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; 

do this and you will live.” 

But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, 

“And who is my neighbor?” 

Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man 

went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 

among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, 

wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 

Now by chance a certain priest came down that 

road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the 

other side. Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the 

place, came and looked, and passed by on the other 

side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, 

came where he was. And when he saw him, he had 

compassion. So he went to him and bandaged his 

wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on 

his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took 

care of him. On the next day, when he departed, he 

took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, 

and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever 

more you spend, when I come again, I will repay 

you.’ So which of these three do you think was 

neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” 

And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” 

Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

A prime example of one ready to act was the 

Gentile, commonly known as the Good Samaritan in Luke 

10.25-37. The words Jesus spoke in Matthew 22 are echoed 

nearly verbatim by a lawyer in Luke 10.27. Jesus asked 

him, “What is written in the law? What is your reading of 
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it?” The man answered, “You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 

strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as 

yourself.” The lawyer, though, immediately tried to limit 

this great command by asking, “And who is my neighbor?” 

Picture it, on a winding road where criminals 

typically lurk, a Jewish man is mugged and lies clinging to 

life. A priest comes along and shows no compassion on his 

brother in the flesh. Next, a Levite comes upon the injured 

man, and he goes as far as to cross the street to avoid his 

brother. Of course the priest and the Levite each knew the 

word of God; they were not ready to act. 

Finally, a man from Samaria comes upon the victim 

- a Samaritan, one hated by the Jews yet unwilling to 

ponder, “Who is my neighbor?” - so he dressed the man’s 

wounds and alleviated his pain. He took financial 

responsibility for his wellbeing. In short, he not only knew 

that love was lawfulness, he acted. 

Two Sons 

“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to 

the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 

And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his 

mind and went. And he went to the other son and said the 

same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. Which of 

the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” 

The parable of two sons in Matthew 21.28-32 points 

out the danger of hypocrisy in failing to act. We may at 

first fail; we are, after all, depraved sinners. Yet we may 

repent and turn to action. Such is far better than one who 

talks the talk yet fails to act. Matthew Henry said, “The 

whole human race are like children whom the Lord has 

brought up, but they have rebelled against him, only some 

are more plausible in their disobedience than others. And it 
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often happens, that the daring rebel is brought to repentance 

and becomes the Lord's servant, while the formalist grows 

hardened in pride and enmity.” [9] 

The Gospel 

How do we see the gospel in this command to 

prepare our minds for action? Consider that Jesus Christ 

was a man of action. We may speak of the covenant of 

grace, and we glory in sola gratia, but for Christ, the 

covenant was much, much work. 

Jesus was not the feminine, bearded-lady type 

displayed in pictures found in churches today. He was a 

man of action. Said Dr. Jay Adams, Christianity “has a 

savior who was so much of a man that he died. He did not 

fear death. In spite of all the horrors of the cross, the 

physical tortures involved, and the agony of being rejected 

by God, he set his face toward Jerusalem like flint. On he 

went to bear the guilt and the penalty and the wrath of God 

in the stead of his people. Those who put their trust in him 

find life through his death. He was a man, a man who loved 

so dearly that he was willing to give his life for his people, 

for the church that is represented by the Christian wife.” 

[10] 

Theologians speak of Christ’s actions as they find 

their place in the covenant of redemption, that is, the 

covenant between the three Persons of the Godhead in 

eternity. Christ said, “I assign to you, as my Father 

assigned to me, a kingdom,” in Luke 22.29. Literally, 

Christ said, “as my father covenanted to me a kingdom.” 

You see, from all eternity, God the Father has covenanted 

with God the Son to give a particular people to the Son. 

The Son has always covenanted with Father to offer up a 

satisfaction to divine justice for the sins of that people. God 

the Holy Spirit has always been party to the covenant, that 

he would be sent to regenerate all those the Father gave to 
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the Son and for whom the Son died. He was a man of 

action. You, too, be Christ-like and prepare your minds for 

action.  
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#2 - Don’t sleep during the harvest 

 

From the Proverbs, the Book of Wisdom, we find 

the truth that “He who gathers in summer is a prudent son, 

but he who sleeps in harvest is a son who brings shame.” 

(Proverbs 10.5) In the summer, the wise son was already 

looking ahead to the winter; he had the end in mind. When 

winter came, he had food stored in abundance. 

The same lesson is taught in Proverbs 6.8-11 by an 

ant, whom: 

Prepares her food in the summer 

And gathers her provision in the harvest. 

How long will you lie down, O sluggard? 

When will you arise from your sleep? 

“A little sleep, a little slumber, 

A little folding of the hands to rest”— 

Your poverty will come in like a vagabond 

And your need like an armed man. 

 

Not only is there an implication to taking action, as 

we reflect on Command No. 1, but there is also wisdom 

demonstrated on working toward a particular goal; in 
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education, this is sometimes referred to as “Backward 

Design.” A teacher determines what the students’ final 

outcome should be, and s/he plans backward from that 

point. 

Yet we must remember any time we speak of 

wisdom, it is ultimately found in Christ. Those without 

Christ are ultimately without any true wisdom. Proverbs 

1.20 declares, “Wisdom cries aloud in the street, in the 

markets she raises her voice.” With this in mind, Gill said, 

“Here the person instructing throughout this whole book is 

represented under the name of ‘Wisdom’; by which we are 

to understand not the attribute of divine wisdom displayed 

in the works of creation; nor the light of nature in man; nor 

the law of Moses given to the Israelites; nor the revelation 

of the divine will in general, as it is delivered out in the 

sacred Scriptures; nor the Gospel, and the ministry of it, in 

particular; but our Lord Jesus Christ; for the things spoken 

of Wisdom, and ascribed to it in this book, especially in the 

eighth and ninth chapters, show that a divine Person is 

intended, and most properly belong to Christ; who may be 

called ‘Wisdoms,’ in the plural number, as in the Hebrew 

text, because of the consummate and perfect wisdom that is 

in him; as he is a divine Person, he is ‘the Logos,’ the Word 

and Wisdom of God; as Mediator, ‘all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge are hid’ in him, (Colossians 2:3); 

and, as man, ‘the Spirit of Wisdom’ rests upon him without 

measure.” (Isaiah 11:2.) [11] 

Apart from Christ, man is without wisdom, whether 

he uses a backward design model or not. I remember a time 

my wife and I awoke on a Saturday morning and went yard 

sale shopping, as we sometimes like to do. The last house 

we visited was actually an estate sale. A large, spacious 

estate sat atop a vast piece of property, and the story of a 

life was inside. 
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Literally everything in the house was for sale. A 

price tag seemed to dawn every tangible item inside, and 

many of the items were quite expensive. A hand-spun area 

rug was priced at $1,200, and an antique grandfather’s 

clock was also well over $1000. The upstairs had so many 

rooms, I had to ask my wife to lead us out as I had become 

lost. 

Still, there was something a bit eerie about watching 

hoards of people rummage through the life’s possessions of 

another person. I began to wonder who this person had 

been and what had happened to him. The home seemed to 

have been abandoned suddenly. There were cards on a shelf 

that had been given by loved ones and clothes lining the 

closets. I could not help but think of the rich fool from 

Christ’s parable in Luke 12.13-21: 

Then one from the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my 

brother to divide the inheritance with me.” But He said to 

him, “Man, who made Me a judge or an arbitrator over 

you?” And He said to them, “Take heed and beware of 

covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the 

abundance of the things he possesses.” Then He spoke a 

parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man 

yielded plentifully. And he thought within himself, saying, 

‘What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?’ 

So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and 

build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my 

goods. And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many 

goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, 

and be merry.”’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night 

your soul will be required of you; then whose will those 

things be which you have provided?’  

“So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich 

toward God.” 

 

Now, of course, not all rich men are fools, and I 

certainly do not know if the owner of this estate had been 

such a one. But I do know that before my eyes was the truth 

that what he had laid up for himself in this world -- which 

was abundant and obviously well planned -- was becoming 

the possession of others. 

Christ warned the brothers who argued over an 

inheritance, “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for 
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one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he 

possesses.” How badly our children need to hear this today. 

Even those who claim to be Christians tend to measure 

themselves by their possessions; they feel prideful when 

their possessions are greater than their neighbor’s, and they 

feel self-pity and resentment when their neighbor’s 

possessions are more glorious then their own. How 

pressing is the call for the believer not to rely on an 

abundance of earthly possessions but on the providential 

love of the heavenly Father. 

Said John Calvin, “Christ first guards his followers 

against covetousness, and next, in order to cure their minds 

entirely of this disease, he declares, that our life consists 

not in abundance. These words point out the inward 

fountain and source, from which flows the mad eagerness 

for gain. It is because the general belief is, that a man is 

happy in proportion as he possesses much, and that the 

happiness of life is produced by riches. Hence arise those 

immoderate desires, which, like a fiery furnace, send forth 

their flames, and yet cease not to burn within. If we were 

convinced that riches, and any kind of abundance, are evils 

of the present life, which the Lord bestows upon us with his 

own hand, and the use of which is accompanied by his 

blessing, this single consideration would have a powerful 

influence in restraining all wicked desires; and this is what 

believers have come to learn from their own experience. 

For whence comes it, that they moderate their wishes, and 

depend on God alone, but because they do not look upon 

their life as necessarily connected with abundance, or 

dependent upon it, but rely on the providence of God, who 

alone upholds us by his power, and supplies us with 

whatever is necessary?” [11] 

If we rely on our own wealth, and if gaining riches 

becomes more important to us than serving our Lord, then 



20 

 

Christ does not mince words about our condition. We are 

fools. 

Added Calvin, “Hence we may easily conclude that 

the parable was intended to show, that vain are the 

deliberations and foolish attempts of those who, trusting to 

the abundance of their wealth, do not rely on God alone, 

and are not satisfied with their own share, or prepared for 

whatever may befall them; and, finally, that such persons 

will suffer the penalty of their own folly.” [12] 

Or, as Spurgeon described it, “Some have their 

portion in the city; their wealth is abundant, and flows to 

them in constant streams, until they become a very 

reservoir of gold; but what is gold compared with thy God? 

Thou couldst not live on it; thy spiritual life could not be 

sustained by it. Put it on a troubled conscience, and could it 

allay its pangs? Apply it to a desponding heart, and see if it 

could stay a solitary groan, or give one grief the less? 

“There is a time coming when that extra ten dollars 

which seems so important now, or that extra ten thousand 

dollars, or that extra million dollars added to one’s estate 

shall be thought to be of no more value than a single hair. 

When men come to die, how their business dwarfs to 

nothing!” [13] 

Regardless of what the spiritual state of the man 

may have been in whose house I wandered and whose 

possessions I purchased, the truth is unavoidable that each 

of us, should the Lord not first return, will be in the same 

position. Our souls will be required of us. Our goods will 

be left behind in this world, becoming the possessions of 

others – perhaps loved ones, perhaps strangers. We will 

have gathered in the summer for a winter that death 

ultimately preceded. But without a question, our riches 

will, at that moment, do us no good whatsoever as we stand 

naked, face-to-face with a God of love and of justice. A 
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minister once pointed out to me that in heaven the streets 

are lined with gold: “The twelve gates were twelve pearls: 

each individual gate was of one pearl. And the street of the 

city was pure gold, like transparent glass.” (Revelation 

21.21) Should we even be able to approach the gates of 

heaven with our riches of gold, how foolish would we look 

when asked, “What did you bring the pavement for?” 

In a sense, we Saturday morning yard salers had 

broken in and begun to obtain another man’s possessions. 

Had we not, the moths and rust would have otherwise 

destroyed them. So let none of us forget the command of 

our Lord Jesus in Matthew 6.19-21: “Do not lay up for 

yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 

and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

The Christian, however, loves Christ and longs to 

be obedient to him out of gratitude for the gospel of grace. 

Therefore, we are wise to plan ahead, as long as we heed 

Wisdom’s warning, “Commit your work to the LORD, and 

your plans will be established.” (Proverbs 16.3) Said Gill, 

“It is only such a man, a good man, whose steps are ordered 

by the Lord ...  to go right on, and not turn to the right hand 

or the left; and to walk safely and surely, through a variety 

of troubles and difficulties, to his kingdom and glory.” [14] 

“The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes 

his steps.” (Proverbs 16.9) 

Let our children and students, therefore, make every 

plan in accordance with Christ and his word, which is the 

surest rule of a Christian's life, and make sure that every 

end toward which he works is just, for “The plans of the 

righteous are just, but the advice of the wicked is 

deceitful.” (Proverbs 12.5) With this command in his sight, 
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he can then descend to the smallest particulars in how he 

plans for test preparation, oral presentations, or personal 

prayer and Bible study. 

The Gleaners 

We must remember, also, to be merciful to others in 

the day of the harvest. This brings to mind the law from 

Leviticus 19.9-10: “When you reap the harvest of your 

land, you shall not wholly reap the corners of your field, 

nor shall you gather the gleanings of your harvest. And you 

shall not glean your vineyard, nor shall you gather every 

grape of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor 

and the stranger: I am the LORD your God.” 

When the reaper gathered his harvest, he was to 

leave a portion to be gleaned by the poor. John Gill said, 

“As the forgotten sheaf, and the olive berries left; these are 

all supposed to be poor persons, otherwise no doubt there 

were strangers, and fatherless persons, and widows, in good 

circumstances; who, as they needed not, so neither would 

give themselves the trouble, but think it beneath them to go 

into fields, oliveyards, and vineyards, to gather what was 

left by the owners. These laws were made in favor of the 

poor, that mercy and kindness might be showed to them, 

and that they might have a taste of all the fruits of the 

earth.” 

One of the most well known manifestations of this 

law is seen in the book of Ruth as the Moabitess said to 

Naomi, “Please let me go to the field, and glean heads of 

grain after him in whose sight I may find favor.” And she 

said to her, “Go, my daughter.” Then she left, and went and 

gleaned in the field after the reapers. And she happened to 

come to the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of 

the family of Elimelech. 
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For a very long time, I failed to see the grand truth 

pictured by gleaning laws. In Isaiah 27, God says of his 

impending judgment in verses 10-12:  

And it shall come to pass in that day  

Yet the defenced city shall be desolate, and the 

habitation forsaken, and left like a wilderness: there 

shall the calf feed, and there shall he lie down, and 

consume the branches thereof. 

When the boughs thereof are withered, they shall be 

broken off: the women come, and set them on fire: 

for it is a people of no understanding: therefore he 

that made them will not have mercy on them, and he 

that formed them will shew them no favour. 

That the LORD will thresh,  

From the channel of the River to the Brook of 

Egypt;  

And you will be gathered one by one,  

O you children of Israel. 

 

God will destroy the city, leaving it desolate. It will 

be like a wilderness. The branches are broken and left as 

kindling as the city burns. We must always remember this 

very important truth: God’s judgment works toward the 

eternal destruction of the wicked. Yet, his judgment is 

always mixed with mercy toward his chosen people. God’s 

judgments do not ultimately destroy the elect, but judgment 

brings them to repentance and causes reformation in their 

lives. Thus we see when God sends this judgment, he is 

actually “threshing” (v. 12). The word thresh (chabat) is 

used to denote the beating off of a fruit during reaping. This 

is how olives were reaped from the trees. With a large 

stick, reapers beat the trees until the olives fell from the 

branches. Therefore we read in Deuteronomy 24.20-ff: 

“When you beat your olive trees, you shall not go over the 

boughs again; it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and 

the widow. When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, 

you shall not glean it afterward; it shall be for the stranger, 

the fatherless, and the widow. And you shall remember that 

you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I command 

you to do this thing.” 
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The Gospel 

Ultimately, as in Isaiah 27, it is God who reaps. It is 

God who takes the stick and beats his judgment upon the 

city. To the unbeliever, he shows no favor (v. 11). 

However, when the beating is over and God has threshed 

judgment, there remains fruit to be gleaned. God always 

preserves a remnant to himself. And just like the gleaners 

who went forth and found the stray olives left on a branch 

or a grape left on the ground, God now goes forth and 

gleans his remnant one by one: 

“And you will be gathered one by one,  

O you children of Israel.” 

So we may take with us this comforting thought. 

When God sends judgment, whether the temporal 

judgments of tornadoes and tsunamis – or spiritual 

judgment of the desolation of the instituted churches – he 

will still mix that judgment with mercy toward his people, 

leading them to repentance and reformation. He will never 

fail to spare a remnant. And as the gospel goes forth to all 

nations, one by one, he will glean the faithful until every 

last child of God has been converted. For in the end, “Many 

are the plans in a man's heart, but it is the LORD's purpose 

that prevails.” (Proverbs 19:21) 
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#3 - Seek first the Kingdom of God 

 

In his Sermon on the Mount, Christ poses some 

serious questions. We read some of these in Matthew 6.28-

34: 

“And why are you anxious about clothing? 

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they 

neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in 

all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if 

God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is 

alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he 

not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 

Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we 

eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 

wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, 

and your heavenly Father knows that you need them 

all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be added to 

you." 

 

Having posed questions that might pry on a 

person’s mind, such as what one will eat or what one will 

wear, Christ reminds us to always keep our eye on the most 

important thing. Seek first the kingdom of God. In life, 
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there are many things that lure our thoughts, devotions, and 

concerns away from God’s kingdom and to the things of 

this world. For students, it may be concerns of the social 

hierarchy, a bad grade, a looming test, a broken 

relationship, peer pressures, or any other thing that causes 

worldly concerns.  

Henry said of the passage, “There is scarcely any 

sin against which our Lord Jesus more warns his disciples, 

than disquieting, distracting, distrustful cares about the 

things of this life. This often ensnares the poor as much as 

the love of wealth does the rich. But there is a carefulness 

about temporal things which is a duty, though we must not 

carry these lawful cares too far. Take no thought for your 

life. Not about the length of it; but refer it to God to 

lengthen or shorten it as he pleases; our times are in his 

hand, and they are in a good hand. Not about the comforts 

of this life; but leave it to God to make it bitter or sweet as 

he pleases. Food and raiment God has promised, therefore 

we may expect them. Take no thought for the morrow, for 

the time to come.” [15] 

A Christian philosophy 

Yes, we must work hard and plan wisely for the 

future so that we are ready for the harvest, but if we allow 

concern about the future to take our eyes off Christ, then 

we have fallen into sin. It is imperative that a child or 

teacher have a philosophy; it is imperative that a Christian 

child or Christian teacher have a Christian philosophy. 

Unfortunately in nearly all public schools and many 

Christian schools, there is little more than a hodgepodge of 

disjointed ideas. They may long for excellence, but they 

lack a clear, all embracing philosophy. 

What is the life philosophy of a Christian? Paul said 

to the Christians in Corinth, “For ye are bought with a 

price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your 
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spirit, which are God's. ... Whether therefore ye eat, or 

drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” (1 

Corinthians 6:20, 10:31) 

Man’s chief end 

Again, in his letter to the Philippians, Paul 

commanded, “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, 

Rejoice.” (Philippians 4:4) On these passages of scripture 

and passages such as these we find the truth as the 

Westminster Divines articulated in the Westminster Shorter 

Catechism, Question and Answer No. 1: 

 Question: What is the chief end of man? 

 Answer: Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to 

enjoy him forever. 

Here is the root of a Christian’s life philosophy. 

Whether we are teaching, raising our own children, grocery 

shopping, or driving our cars, our chief end is to glorify 

God and enjoy him forever. With this in mind, consider and 

evaluate everything you do today and why you do them. 

God has given us this life that we may glorify him. 

Said Clark, “The substituting of unrelated aims for a single 

comprehensive aim in education is both the result and the 

example of the absence of any ultimate aim for human life 

as a whole. If the educators had any view of the chief end 

of man, they would find it easier to locate the proper place 

of a liberal education. 

“There is only one philosophy that can unify 

education and life. That philosophy is the philosophy of 

Christian theism. What is indeed needed is an educational 

system based on the sovereignty of God, for in such a 

system man as well as chemistry will be given his proper 

place, neither too high nor too low.” [16] 

Anyone could teach addition facts to an elementary 

student, regardless of their philosophical views, but to 
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whom are they teaching? What are these children? If they 

are merely the product of evolution, an animal higher on 

the evolutionary scale than some others, lacking an 

immortal soul, then what is the point of addition? Such a 

child is doomed to die and rot away, little different than the 

plant on the window sill.  

 On the other hand, what if God created the child in 

his image, and this child has or will be born of the Spirit, 

glorifying God and enjoying him forever? Now math has 

all the significance in the world. We use it to serve and 

obey God. Consider Noah, to whom God said of the ark he 

was to construct, “And this is how you shall make it: The 

length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width 

fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits.” Noah served the 

Lord with math. 

 Again, God said, “You shall take with you seven 

each of every clean animal, a male and his female; two 

each of animals that are unclean, a male and his female; 

also seven each of birds of the air, male and female, to keep 

the species alive on the face of all the earth.” (Genesis 7.2-

3) Again, in some form or fashion, Noah calculated 2x + 

7y. He served the Lord with math. Let that be our 

mathematical philosophy too. 

The prophet Isaiah said, “Behold, God is my 

salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD 

JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become 

my salvation.” (Isaiah 12:2) A public school system will 

never say that. Will you claim Isaiah’s cry as a basis for 

your life philosophy? 

Life is short 

If we strive to obey Command No. 1, having our 

minds prepared to act, and our minds know that we always 

are to be seeking first the kingdom of God, we must realize 

that our time is short. This can be hard for a child to 



29 

 

understand when it seems so much life is ahead of him. So 

James asked, “What is your life? For you are a mist that 

appears for a little time and then vanishes.” (James 4.14) 

The psalmist confirms, “You have made my days a mere 

handbreadth; the span of my years is as nothing before you. 

Everyone is but a breath, even those who seem secure.” 

(Psalm 39.5) Again, Psalm 102.3 states, “For my days 

vanish like smoke; my bones burn like glowing embers.” 

Gill asks, “For what is your life? Of what kind and 

nature is it? What assurance can be had of the continuance 

of it? By what may it be expressed? Or to what may it be 

compared? It is even a vapor that appeareth for a little time, 

and then vanisheth away; which rises out of the earth, or 

water, and expires almost as soon as it exists; at least, 

continues but a very short time, and is very weak and 

fleeting, and carried about here and there, and soon returns 

from whence it came: the allusion is to the breath of man, 

which is in his nostrils, and who is not to be accounted of, 

or depended on.” [17] 

So then, “Be very careful, then, how you live – not 

as unwise but as wise, making the most of every 

opportunity, because the days are evil." (Ephesians 5:15-

16). Living for the kingdom involves using our time 

carefully and “looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter 

of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the 

right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 2.12) In this 

mindset, Paul, a man of action, was able to say, “I press on 

toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 

Christ Jesus. Let those of us who are mature think this way, 

and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that 

also to you. (Philippians 3.14-15) 
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The gospel 

Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also.” (Luke 12.34) John Gill adds, “The heart is 

always set upon the treasure, and as is a man's treasure, 

such is his heart, that is, set upon it; if his treasure is only 

here, and he has not the true riches, his heart is only earthly 

and carnal; but if his treasure is heavenly, his heart and 

conversation will be in heaven.” [18] 

Our treasure must be in the kingdom of heaven; 

seek first the kingdom. Christ likened, “The kingdom of 

heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found 

and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he 

has and buys that field.” Henry said many slight the gospel, 

because they look only upon the surface of the field. But all 

who search the Scriptures, so as in them to find Christ and 

eternal life (John 5:39), will discover such treasure in this 

field as makes it unspeakably valuable; they make it their 

own upon any terms. Though nothing can be given as a 

price for this salvation, yet much must be given up for the 

sake of it.” 
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#4 -Count others better than yourself 

 

Recently, I was pondering the brevity of our lives 

on earth, as we discussed above. Reflecting on the lives of 

my wife and my children, I became a bit somber. Thinking 

on the command to seek first the kingdom, I turned and 

asked my wife if, when the Lord calls us home, we will be 

able to say that we had redeemed our time? (Ephesians 

5.16) We continued to discuss it over lunch and concluded 

that one of the primary things we needed to do, though it be 

one of the hardest for a sinner to achieve, is to “Be kind to 

one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God 

in Christ forgave you.” (Ephesians 4.32) If Christ forgave a 

wretch such as me, how can I fail to forgive another? 

Let us then heed the command as it comes from 

Paul to the church in Philippi: Do nothing from rivalry or 

conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 

yourselves. (Philippians 2.3) The context of the passage 
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proceeds an encouragement from Paul in 1.27-28a to “let 

your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 

that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear 

of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one 

mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, and 

not frightened in anything by your opponents.” 

  Such a life worthy of the gospel is patterned after 

Christ, “who, though he was in the form of God, did not 

count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made 

himself nothing, taking the form of a servant being born in 

the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he 

humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 

death, even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2.6-8) 

Oh, the humility of Jesus Christ! It is a daunting 

thought that we could even begin to be molded to such a 

pattern of lowliness, regarding others better than ourselves 

“with regard to grace, and to spiritual light, knowledge, and 

judgment: and where there is lowliness of mind, or true 

humility, a person will esteem himself in a state of grace, as 

the great apostle did, the chief of sinners, and less than the 

least of all saints; one in whom this grace reigns will pay a 

deference to the judgment of other saints, and will prefer 

their experience, light, and knowledge, to his own; and will 

readily give way, when he sees such that are of longer 

standing, of greater experience, and more solid judgment, 

as he has reason to think, than himself, are on the other side 

of the question; and so peace, love, and unity, are 

preserved. This grace of humility is an excellent ornament 

to a Christian, and wonderfully useful in Christian 

societies.” [19] 

To count others better than ourselves is no easy 

task. Within our depraved flesh lies much, much pride. It 

was the pride of Judah, at least in part, that resulted in her 

captivity, hunger, and death by sword at the hands of the 
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Babylonians. “Thus says the LORD: Even so will I spoil 

the pride of Judah and the great pride of Jerusalem.” 

(Jeremiah 13.9) 

Our own pride deceives us. (Obadiah 1.3) Surely it 

is true that pride brings destruction (Proverbs 16.18) and 

that “when pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the 

humble is wisdom.” (Proverbs 11.2) In fact, Jesus Christ 

was the great humble one, and his is true wisdom. He 

speaks in Proverbs 8.13, “Pride and arrogance and the way 

of evil and perverted speech I hate.” 

  Pride was the first sin, when Eve contemplated that 

“when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will 

be like God, knowing good and evil.” Pride overcame the 

creature, deceiving her that she may be as the Creator. Her 

husband, likewise, failed to be Christ-like as the head of his 

bride, and mankind fell. 

  The same pride that plunged mankind into sin 

courses through our veins, for in our flesh dwells no good 

thing. By grace, however, Paul could say with sincerity, 

“For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my 

flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the 

ability to carry it out.” (Romans 7.18) 

  Paul, who had overseen the murder of Christians 

(Acts 7.58), could now, by the Spirit within him, declare, “I 

am the very least of all the saints.” (Ephesians 3.8) He 

esteemed others better than himself. 

  It is easy to be overtaken by principle. It may be 

principle that causes a child to argue with his parents or his 

teacher. It may be principle that causes a parent to argue 

with his boss. It may be principle that we use as an excuse 

to sin, over and over again. Consider, however, that none 

had more right to act on principle that did Jesus Christ. 

From the very beginning he was with God and “All things 
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came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came 

into being that has come into being.” (John 1.3)  

  Moreover, “The Son is the image of the invisible 

God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things 

were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 

authorities; all things have been created through him and 

for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is 

the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so 

that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God 

was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him and 

through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 

things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 

through his blood, shed on the cross.” (Colossians 15-20)  

Yet it was this Son of God who was humiliated 

being born, and that in a low condition (Luke 2.7), made 

under the law (Galations 4.4), undergoing the miseries of 

this life (Hebrews 2.18), the wrath of God (Matthew 

27.46), and the cursed death of the cross (Galations 3.13); 

in being buried, and continuing under the power of death 

for a time.” (1 Corinthians 15.3-4) [20]  

  Having warned his disciples of his impending death, 

Jesus told them pointedly, “If anyone would be first, he 

must be last of all and servant of all.” (Mark 9.35) Even 

Paul repeatedly gave up his apostolic rights for the good of 

others. He worked and toiled, often for nothing, in order to 

serve the church. Even sitting in prison Paul rejoiced that 

all things (Romans 8.28), including his difficulties and 

imprisonment, “is all for your sake, so that as grace extends 

to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to 

the glory of God.” (2 Corinthians 4.15) Paul had earlier told 

the Corinthians that “Though I am free and belong to no 

one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as 
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many as possible.” (1 Corinthians 9.19) Again, “If we are 

distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are 

comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you 

patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer.” (2 

Corinthians 1.6) 

  Oh, to be like our humble Jesus, or even like the 

sanctified sinner Paul, who was able to esteem others more 

significant than himself. 

Partiality 

 My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord 

Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.For if a 

man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed 

in fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty 

clothes, and you pay special attention to the one who is 

wearing the fine clothes, and say, “You sit here in a good 

place,” and you say to the poor man, “You stand over 

there, or sit down by my footstool,”  have you not made 

distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil 

motives? Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose 

the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 

kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? But 

you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who 

oppress you and personally drag you into court? Do they 

not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been 

called? (James 2.1-7) 

 

James sets before us a principle that we not be 

prejudice or have an unholy discrimination toward anyone. 

We do not deal with others as rich and poor, black and 

white. We deal with others as either brothers in the Lord or 

those outside the Lord. Paul had called himself least of all 

disciples; if we know our own depravity and place 

ourselves rightly on the lowest rung of the ladder, then it is 

impossible that we could look down on anyone. If, 

however, in sin, we pretend that we have climbed a few 

rungs on the ladder, we will immediately look down on all 

those we believe to be below us. 

To hold the faith of Jesus Christ without partiality, 

we do not judge books by their covers. James uses an 

illustration of a rich man and poor man coming to church, 

yet we can ask what distinctions encourage us to be partial. 
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Is it fat and skinny? Attractive and ugly? Learned and 

unlearned? 

In verse 5, James points out that our partiality often 

defies the revealed will of God. It is not universal, but it is 

typical that God takes those of low esteem in this world, 

those on whom the world looks with scorn, and he makes 

them princes. Of course, there will be rich and poor in 

heaven as well as in hell, but God often chooses the 

offscouring of the world. “We have become, and are still, 

like the scum of the world, the refuse of all things.” (1 

Corinthians 4.13) 

There are, spiritual implications to God’s choosing 

of the lowly, particularly as seen in the Beatitudes of 

Matthew 5. Henry said, “The poor in spirit are happy. 

These bring their minds to their condition, when it is a low 

condition. They are humble and lowly in their own eyes. 

They see their want, bewail their guilt, and thirst after a 

Redeemer. The kingdom of grace is of such; the kingdom 

of glory is for them.” [21] 

James asks three rhetorical questions: When you are 

exploited, is it not the rich who do so? Isn’t it the rich who 

pervert justice? Who most typically, openly and publicly, 

blasphemes the name of your God? In other words, we 

ought not make distinctions based on anything apart from 

whether a person professes to be God’s friend in Christ or 

his enemy outside of Christ. And let us never be so foolish 

as to favor an enemy of our God over a brother in Christ 

because of worldly riches or other irrelevant factors. 

Remember what Asaph discovered of the unbelieving rich 

when he said, Surely, God, “you set them in slippery 

places; you make them fall to ruin. How they are destroyed 

in a moment, swept away utterly by terrors! Like a dream 

when one wakes, O Lord, when you rouse yourself, you 

despise them as phantoms.” (Psalm 73.18-20) 
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Humbleness toward sinners 

 I still remember some of the wisest advice I’ve ever 

heard. A Christian man was standing in line for a sandwich 

and a side dish at the local deli. The waitress was 

continuously confusing his order and responding in a rude 

and abrasive fashion. Finally, the man had enough. He 

raised his voice in a tone of anger and lashed at the girl 

until she was finally quiet and had given him the correct 

order. 

 When this story was relayed to another Christian 

friend, he responded thusly: “I’m not asking whether you 

were right or wrong concerning the order and the service. 

But, when you left the deli, were you remembered for your 

order, or were you remembered for the gospel?” 

 Many years later, this advice still rings true to me 

and serves me faithfully. Last week I was in line at a 

department store when a customer who had already made 

her purchase and left the line returned. Her stride 

communicated a rather high opinion of herself as she 

passed the entire line of shoppers waiting to check out and 

went straight to the clerk. 

 “I bought these oven mitts, but I’d like to exchange 

them for a different pair,” she said. I found myself, already 

tired from a long day of work, ready to pounce on the 

woman as the clerk called on the store’s PA for a manager 

to report to the register for a return. 

 The thought immediately went through my mind: 

“Who do you think you are jumping to the front of the line 

for an exchange?” And to the clerk, “Why in the world 

would you allow her to hold up your entire line?” And just 

as my adrenaline began pumping and the words formed on 

my tongue, I remembered my Christian friend’s question. 

Would I leave the store being remembered for not allowing 

a woman to cut in line? Or would I be remembered for the 



38 

 

gospel. I chose to count her better than myself and say 

nothing. 

 Remember Paul’s words to Timothy in 1 Timothy 

1:15, perhaps the greatest summative statement of the good 

news in all the scriptures: “This is a faithful saying, and 

worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.” 

 If it is true that I know myself to be totally depraved 

- the chief of sinners - yet Christ, the very son of God, died 

to save me from my sin, how could I be bothered by losing 

my place in a department store checkout line? Practically 

speaking, if I were sitting on death row and was told one 

day that I was being released from prison because a 

volunteer had been executed in my place, how much awe 

would I be filled with? Certainly, I would not give another 

thought to my place in a checkout line. 

 Therefore, we can be remembered for the gospel 

when we’re remembered as those who are full of joy, awe, 

and hope, and we are ready to answer the great question, 

“What is the reason for your joy?” When the pagan 

launches a verbal assault on the shopper for line cutting, 

our joy continues to shine through. Thus Peter instructs us, 

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready 

always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a 

reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 

Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of 

you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely 

accuse your good conversation in Christ.” (1 Peter 3.15-16) 

 Spurgeon said, “It is not so much what I have as 

what I shall have that makes me joyful.” [22] 

 Had I launched into uproar over the delay, who 

would have asked about my hope and joy? Who would 

have seen me as meek and God-fearing? Where would my 
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good conversation in Christ have been? And so it is wise to 

always ask our children and ourselves: When the service is 

bad, what will we be remembered for? When the teacher 

acts unfairly, what will we be remembered for? When 

tragedy strikes, what will we be remembered for? When the 

neighbor takes advantage of us, what will we be 

remembered for? And by God’s grace, may our answer 

always be that we are remembered for the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 

  John Bradford, the noteworthy reformer and martyr, 

was imprisoned in London, and from his window he could 

see criminals being led to their execution. Bradford is 

remembered for his comment in each instance, “There, but 

for the grace of God, goes John Bradford.” This must be 

the primary disposition of the Christian who looks at sin 

around us. The only thing that has kept us from the same 

sin is the grace of God, wholly unmerited. And so our 

calling is twofold: We must declare the sinfulness of sin to 

a world that refuses to call it evil, and we must know that 

there, but for the grace of God, goes John Bradford and us 

too. 

  The gospel 

The gospel is not the good news that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save the less-than-perfect. It is not 

the good news that Christ Jesus took away the handful of 

sins that tripped us up. Rather, the good news is that Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save those who were utterly 

dead in sin. (Ephesians 2.10) Why could Paul esteem others 

better than himself? Because he knew that he was the chief 

of all sinners. 

  “The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full 

acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners, of whom I am the foremost,” said Paul to Timothy 

in 1 Timothy 1.15. Do you know yourself to be the 
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foremost sinner? Do you know yourself to be totally dead 

in your sins and trespasses? Do you look at the worst of 

sinners around you and know, “There but for the grace of 

God go I?” If you do not fully understand your problem, 

you will not fully understand the solution. Certainly, you 

will not esteem others better than yourself. 
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#5 - Be quick to listen and slow to speak 

 

If we esteem others better than ourselves, we must 

be willing to hear them. Said Gill, we are quick to hear “not 

idle and unprofitable talk, or filthy and corrupt 

communication; but wholesome advice, good instructions, 

and the gracious experiences of the saints, and, above all, 

the word of God; to the hearing of which men should fly, as 

doves to their windows; should make haste, and be early in 

their attendance on it, as well, as constant; and receive it 

with all readiness, and with a sort of greediness of mind, 

that their souls may be profited, and God may be glorified. 

“In hearing; when admonitions and reproofs are 

given, sin is exposed, and vice corrected, and the 

distinguishing doctrines of grace, are preached; which are 

apt to fill natural men with wrath, and which must greatly 

hinder the usefulness of the word.” [23] 
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  Consider how often Christ’s own words were met 

with anger. To the hearers his words bore no value, only 

condemnation: 

 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this 

proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And you 

will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we 

have heard that you did in Capernaum.’” 

“Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is 

accepted in his hometown. I assure you that there 

were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when 

the sky was shut for three and a half years and there 

was a severe famine throughout the land. Yet Elijah 

was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in 

Zarephath in the region of Sidon. And there were 

many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the 

prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only 

Naaman the Syrian.” 

All the people in the synagogue were furious when 

they heard this. They got up, drove him out of the 

town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which 

the town was built, in order to throw him off the 

cliff. But he walked right through the crowd and 

went on his way. (Luke 4.23-30) 

 

  Listen to what others have to say on a matter, for it 

may just be that they are right and you are wrong. If so, 

take their biblically founded points with thanksgiving, so 

that you may repent of your misunderstandings and mold 

your life more into conformity with Christ. To react in 

anger is merely to justify your sin and drive Christ over a 

cliff. 

Speak softly 

  Other times, however, we may hear all that a person 

has to say and realize, with true humility and graciousness, 

that he is wrong and in need of help and correction. In that 

case, let Proverbs 15 speak to you: “A soft answer turns 

away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. The tongue of 

the wise commends knowledge, but the mouths of fools 

pour out folly.” (Proverbs 15.1-2) Again, the topic returns 

to humility, and with a soft answer we turn away wrath – or 

the potential that our hearer would be filled with wrath and 

attempt to justify himself. By such humility, those whom 
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God has graced with knowledge and wisdom can thereby 

impart knowledge and wisdom. 

  For, “A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh 

word stirs up anger. The tongue of the wise commends 

knowledge, but the mouths of fools pour out folly.” (Verse 

4) Share your knowledge gently. 

Abigail’s soft speech 

David, the man after God’s heart, had been 

wandering in the desert due to King Saul’s desire to have 

him killed. David sent some of his men to seek food from a 

wealthy landowner named Nabal. Nabal, whose name 

means fool, did everything foolishly. He spoke quickly, 

loudly, abruptly, and with a distinct lack of wisdom, 

refusing to give food to David and his men. He “hurled 

insults at them." (1 Samuel 12.14) They had been acting as 

guards for Nabal’s herds and other wealth. Thus, David 

was furious when Nabal refused to feed his men. David’s 

plan was to destroy Nabal. 

Meanwhile, Nabal’s wife, the godly Abigail, 

became aware of her husband’s plight, and she acted. On 

her donkey, armed with food, she intercepted David’s path 

and acted in humility as she “fell before David on her face 

and bowed to the ground." (1 Samuel 25. 23) She offered to 

feed the men and asked that her husband’s blame be placed 

on her. She esteemed the miserable Nabal better than 

herself. 

She turned away David’s wrath with her gentleness, 

saying, “Please forgive the trespass of your servant. For the 

Lord will certainly make my lord a sure house, because my 

lord is fighting the battles of the Lord, and evil shall not be 

found in you so long as you live.” (1 Samuel 25.28)  

And David said to Abigail, “Blessed be the Lord, 

the God of Israel, who sent you this day to meet me! 
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Blessed be your discretion, and blessed be you, who have 

kept me this day from bloodguilt and from avenging myself 

with my own hand! For as surely as the Lord, the God of 

Israel, lives, who has restrained me from hurting you, 

unless you had hurried and come to meet me, truly by 

morning there had not been left to Nabal so much as one 

male.” Then David received from her hand what she had 

brought him. And he said to her, “Go up in peace to your 

house. See, I have obeyed your voice, and I have granted 

your petition.” (1 Samuel 25.32-35) 

Men of few words 

 Often we are anxious to speak, not because we want 

to justify ourselves, but simply because we have too high 

an opinion of ourselves. Failing to consider the speaker 

better than ourselves, we can’t imagine he may say 

anything that stood on its own, apart from our tweaking, 

adding to, or correcting its content. Then, scrambling to say 

something, we speak amiss. Thus the proverb teaches, 

“When words are many, transgression is not lacking, but 

whoever restrains his lips is prudent.” (Proverbs 10.19) 

  The prideful man who fails to esteem others better 

than himself is the one who boasted with words, “God, I 

thank you that I am not like other men.” A short time later 

that man was in hell. No wonder the proverb reads, 

“Whoever guards his mouth preserves his life; he who 

opens wide his lips comes to ruin.” (Proverbs 13.3) 

  Henry said, “Men's language discovers what 

country they are of, likewise what manner of spirit they are 

of. The heart is the fountain, words are the streams. A 

troubled fountain, and a corrupt spring, must send forth 

muddy and unpleasant streams. Nothing but the salt of 

grace, cast into the spring, will heal the waters, season the 

speech, and purify the corrupt communication. An evil man 

has an evil treasure in his heart, and out of it brings forth 
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evil things. Lusts and corruptions, dwelling and reigning in 

the heart, are an evil treasure, out of which the sinner 

brings forth bad words and actions, to dishonor God, and 

hurt others. Let us keep constant watch over ourselves, that 

we may speak words agreeable to the Christian character.” 

[21] 

  With that in mind we read Christ’s words in 

Matthew 12.33-37: “Either make the tree good and its fruit 

good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad, for the tree is 

known by its fruit. You brood of vipers! How can you 

speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of 

the heart the mouth speaks. The good person out of his 

good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of 

his evil treasure brings forth evil. I tell you, on the day of 

judgment people will give account for every careless word 

they speak, for by your words you will be justified, and by 

your words you will be condemned.” 

Slander 

 Let us remember, also, that if we choose to be 

talkative amid troubled fountains, they will likely spew 

every secret and confidence we have shared. Take the 

proverb’s advice, “A gossip betrays a confidence; so avoid 

anyone who talks too much.” (Proverbs 20.19) 

  Again, “A gossip betrays a confidence, but a 

trustworthy person keeps a secret.” (Proverbs 11.13) See 

not only the warning against speaking freely amid gossips, 

but see the calling to be a trustworthy person as well. Avoid 

gossip. Don’t be the gossip. Avoid slander. Don’t be the 

slanderer. Avoid back-biting. Don’t be the backbiter. I’m 

always intrigued how many people have pet commands 

they love to keep and boast of keeping, yet how quickly the 

same people are to gossip. Let us be slow to speak. 

Paul admonished the Thessalonians, “We hear that 

some among you are idle and disruptive. They are not busy; 
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they are busybodies.” (2 Thessalonians 3.11) They “are 

busy bodies; though they work not at all at their own 

business, yet are very busy in other men's matters, and have 

the affairs of kingdoms, and cities, and towns, and 

neighborhoods, and churches, and families, upon their 

hands; which they thrust themselves into, and intermeddle 

with, though they have no business at all with them: these 

wander from house to house, and curiously inquire into 

personal and family affairs, are tattlers, full of prate and 

talk, and, like the Athenians, spend all their time in telling 

or hearing new things; and they also speak things which 

they should not; they carry tales from one to another, and 

privately whisper things to the disadvantage of their fellow 

creatures and Christians, and backbite and slander them. 

These are the pests of nations and neighborhoods, the 

plagues of churches, and the scandal of human nature,” said 

Gill. [24] 

Unequally yoked 

Let us understand, then, when around those who are 

walking the wide road toward condemnation and judgment, 

do not be unequally yoked with such a one, even in our 

conversation. God spoke through the prophet Amos, “For I 

know how many are your offenses and how great your sins. 

There are those who oppress the innocent and take bribes 

and deprive the poor of justice in the courts. Therefore the 

prudent keep quiet in such times, for the times are evil.” 

The prudent keep quiet when surrounded by wickedness, 

unless, of course, they speak God’s word of warning 

against wickedness. But they are not to be part of the 

wicked conversation. 

In such times, then, let us pray as David: “Set a 

guard over my mouth, Lord; keep watch over the door of 

my lips. Do not let my heart be drawn to what is evil so that 

I take part in wicked deeds along with those who are 
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evildoers; do not let me eat their delicacies." (Psalm 141.3-

4) 

Piety 

Paul instructed Titus to “urge the younger men to be 

self-controlled. Show yourself in all respects to be a model 

of good works, and in your teaching show integrity, 

dignity, and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so 

that an opponent may be put to shame, having nothing evil 

to say about us. Slaves are to be submissive to their own 

masters in everything; they are to be well-pleasing, not 

argumentative, not pilfering, but showing all good faith, so 

that in everything they may adorn the doctrine of God our 

Savior.” 

Today, many young people, and old ones for that 

matter, are just not serious. The gospel is life-and-death 

serious. Therefore, our speech should be typified by 

sobriety. Henry comments, “Young men are apt to be eager 

and thoughtless, therefore must be earnestly called upon to 

be sober-minded: there are more young people ruined by 

pride than by any other sin. Every godly man's endeavor 

must be to stop the mouths of adversaries. Let thine own 

conscience answer for thine uprightness. What a glory is it 

for a Christian, when that mouth which would fain open 

itself against him, cannot find any evil in him to speak of!” 

[25] 

So then, be slow to speak because you are sober; 

heed Paul’s words: “Avoid irreverent babble, for it will 

lead people into more and more ungodliness.” (2 Timothy 

2.16) 

Quiet listeners 

Above all, be a quiet listener. Have you ever sat in a 

Bible study with a person that will simply not quit 

interjecting? This is not to discredit serious thoughts, 

points, and questions. In fact, if the pulpit were not so 
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guarded amidst excuses of “orderly conduct” and clouds of 

sacerdotalism, many teachers would take their jobs more 

seriously and give better food for nourishment. 

Nonetheless, others simply crave opportunities to speak. 

I knew such a one. His zeal was sincere and his 

faith was true, but his behavior was suspect. Rarely could 

one have a theological conversation or Bible study with 

him that he did not ultimately end up out of his chair, 

pounding his Bible, and drawing strange looks from 

onlookers. However, if you bumped into him a month after 

one of his tirades, he was likely to tell you quite casually 

that his opinion had changed on the very topic that led him 

to bounce off the walls 30 days earlier. 

Consider, in Acts 15:12, “The whole assembly 

became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling 

about the signs and wonders God had done among the 

Gentiles through them.” Gill paints the picture, “Upon this 

oration of Peter's, there was a profound silence in the whole 

assembly, among all the brethren of the church, who were 

come together on this occasion; they were all satisfied with, 

and by their silence acquiesced in, what Peter said; and 

waited to hear what might be further said about this matter, 

by other persons in the assembly.” [26] 

Likewise, the wise Solomon said, “Guard your steps 

when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is 

better than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not 

know that they are doing evil. Be not rash with your mouth, 

nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word before God, for 

God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your 

words be few. For a dream comes with much business, and 

a fool’s voice with many words.” (Ecclesiastes 5.1-3) 
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The gospel 

Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the 

governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus 

said, “You have said so.” But when he was accused by the 

chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. Then Pilate 

said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify 

against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a 

single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

(Matthew 27.11-14) 

Gill said, “He answered nothing; the things laid to 

his charge being notoriously false, and known to be so by 

all the people; and the evidence with which they were 

supported being so slender, the judge could never receive 

it; he therefore judged it unnecessary, and not worth a 

while to return an answer to them: besides, he knew they 

were bent upon his death, and that, should he set aside 

these charges, as he easily could, they would invent new 

ones, and so increase their sin, and their condemnation: but 

the chief reason of all, of his silence, was, he had the sins of 

his people to answer for, and the time of his dying for them 

was now come, and for which he was ready; and therefore 

would say nothing to remove these false charges, and retard 

his death.” [27] 
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#6 - Bear one another’s burdens 

 

Out of gratitude, the Christian strives to be obedient 

to Christ. Surely, there is need for the support of brothers 

and sisters in the matter. Paul instructed the Galations, 

“Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you 

who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of 

gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be 

tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law 

of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is 

nothing, he deceives himself. But let each one test his own 

work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone 

and not in his neighbor. For each will have to bear his own 

load.” (Galations 6.1-5) 

Henry explains, “This obliges to mutual forbearance 

and compassion towards each other, agreeably to his 

example. It becomes us to bear one another's burdens, as 

fellow-travelers. It is very common for a man to look upon 
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himself as wiser and better than other men, and as fit to 

dictate to them. Such a one deceives himself; by pretending 

to what he has not, he puts a cheat upon himself, and 

sooner or later will find the sad effects. This will never gain 

esteem, either with God or men.” [28] 

God has commanded us to love one another, and we 

can fill up that law by carrying each other’s burdens. It has 

been said, there are no “Lone Ranger” Christians. We need 

each other. 

For just as the body is one and has many members, 

and all the members of the body, though many, are 

one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we 

were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, 

slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one 

Spirit. For the body does not consist of one member 

but of many. If the foot should say, “Because I am 

not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would 

not make it any less a part of the body. And if the 

ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not 

belong to the body,” that would not make it any less 

a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, 

where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole 

body were an ear, where would be the sense of 

smell? But as it is, God arranged the members in 

the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were 

a single member, where would the body be? As it is, 

there are many parts, yet one body. The eye cannot 

say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again 

the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the 

contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be 

weaker are indispensable, and on those parts of the 

body that we think less honorable we bestow the 

greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are 

treated with greater modesty, which our more 

presentable parts do not require. But God has so 

composed the body, giving greater honor to the part 

that lacked it, that there may be no division in the 

body, but that the members may have the same care 

for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer 

together; if one member is honored, all rejoice 

together. (1 Corinthians 12.12-26) 

 

Keeping each other sharp 

“Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens 

another.” (Proverbs 27.17) By our sober conversation and 

selectivity of speech, we are to keep one another sharp. Our 

speech is that which helps make one another better and 
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wiser, thus we help equip our brothers to better deal with 

burdens of this world. 

“Thus learned men sharpen one another's minds, 

and excite each other to learned studies; Christians sharpen 

one another's graces, or stir up each other to the exercise of 

them, and the gifts which are bestowed on them, and to 

love and to good works,” said Gill. [29] 

Of such good works Paul says, “And let us consider 

how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 

neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 

Day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10.24) Henry adds, 

“Believers are to consider how they can be of service to 

each other, especially stirring up each other to the more 

vigorous and abundant exercise of love, and the practice of 

good works. The communion of saints is a great help and 

privilege, and a means of steadfastness and perseverance. 

We should observe the coming of times of trial, and be 

thereby quickened to greater diligence. There is a trying 

day coming on all men, the day of our death.” [30] 

Even Jesus, giving his apostles all authority over 

unclean spirits, sent them forth two by two. (Mark 6.7) 

Armed with power given by Christ, still the disciples were 

not sent forth alone. Again, when Jesus sent 72 ahead of 

him, they went two by two. We do well to have each other. 

In our own daily lives, we who are less than apostles are to 

be there for each other.  

Are you making plans for your family, praying in 

light of the command to seek first the kingdom of God? 

With whom have you counseled? Have you sought out wise 

brothers who have a sufficient knowledge of the scriptures? 

Or who have had success or failure with similar plans? 

Remember, “Without counsel plans fail, but with many 

advisers they succeed.” [Proverbs 15.22] 
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The gospel 

Similarly, the author of Hebrews urges us to 

encourage one another daily. More broadly, he writes, “See 

to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, 

unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. But 

encourage one another daily, as long as it is called ‘Today,’ 

so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 

We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our 

original conviction firmly to the very end. As has just been 

said: ‘Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your 

hearts as you did in the rebellion.’” Hebrews 3.12-15 

Henry said, “And there are none, even the strongest 

of the flock, who do not need help of other Christians. 

Neither are there any so low and despised, but the care of 

their standing in the faith, and of their safety, belongs to all. 

Sin has so many ways and colors, that we need more eyes 

than our own. Sin appears fair, but is vile; it appears 

pleasant, but is destructive; it promises much, but performs 

nothing. The deceitfulness of sin hardens the soul; one sin 

allowed makes way for another; and every act of sin 

confirms the habit. Let everyone beware of sin.” [31] 

These words in Hebrews immediately proceed the 

author’s quotation from Psalm 95: 

Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 

do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, 

on the day of testing in the wilderness, 

where your fathers put me to the test 

and saw my works for forty years. 

Therefore I was provoked with that generation, 

and said, ‘They always go astray in their heart; 

they have not known my ways.’ 

As I swore in my wrath, 

‘They shall not enter my rest.’” 

The audience in the epistle to the Hebrews was 

composed of first-generation Christian converts from 

Judaism. They were the targets of much persecution, and 

the temptation was always there for them to go back to the 
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ways their forefathers. Rather than relying on Christ alone 

for salvation, they could appease the persecutors around 

them by returning to the temple worship and the sacrificial 

system. The writer, throughout the book, is declaring to the 

Hebrews that Christ is better than anything else. He is 

better than the angels; he is better than the Aaronic 

priesthood. 

If the Jewish converts were to harden their hearts 

now, having proclaimed Christ as savior, they stood to 

never enter the true rest of Christ, just as their fathers died 

in the wilderness, not only failing to enter the rest of 

Canaan, but failing to find rest in eternity. Salvation is 

found in Christ alone, who says, despite any other difficulty 

or persecution, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11.28) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



55 

 

 

 

#7 - 

REMEMBER 

THE SABBATH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#7 - Remember the Sabbath 

 

It is important, first, to rest physically. Work tires, 

and a tired worker quickly becomes an ineffective worker. 

So God commanded in Exodus 23.12: “Six days you shall 

do your work, but on the seventh day you shall rest; that 

your ox and your donkey may have rest, and the son of 

your servant woman, and the alien, may be refreshed.” 

Christ told his disciples to “‘Come away by yourselves to a 

desolate place and rest a while.’ For many were coming 

and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they 

went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves.” 

(Mark 6.31-32) And just before his miracle of walking on 

the water, Jesus was found sleeping in the back of the boat. 

“And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that 

the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was 

asleep.” (Matthew 8.24) 
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This notion of rest presupposes, however, that we 

are hard workers to begin with. The scriptures commend 

hard work; therefore, remembering the Sabbath rest first 

encourages us to labor hard at whatever we do. Paul 

instructs the Ephesians, “Serve wholeheartedly, as if you 

were serving the Lord, not people.” (Ephesians 6.7) Again, 

he told the believers in Colosse, “Whatever you do, work 

heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, so that you may 

walk properly before outsiders and be dependent on no 

one." (Colossians 3.23) 

Similarly, he had told the Philippians “to aspire to 

live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work with 

your hands, as we instructed you.” (1 Thessalonians 4.11-

12) His advice was not heeded, however, and a problem 

emerged in Philippi. Essentially, the new Christians had 

dawned white robes and gone off to sit on the mountain 

awaiting Christ’s return. In doing so, they had neglected 

other responsibilities, including Paul’s command to work 

and be independent of other’s benevolence. Paul essentially 

said, “Okay, don’t feed them. They’ll be down when they 

get hungry enough.” 

Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from any 

brother who is walking in idleness and not in 

accord with the tradition that you received from us. 

For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate 

us, because we were not idle when we were with 

you, nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying 

for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and 

day, that we might not be a burden to any of you. It 

was not because we do not have that right, but to 

give you in ourselves an example to imitate. For 

even when we were with you, we would give you 

this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let 

him not eat. For we hear that some among you walk 

in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. Now 

such persons we command and encourage in the 

Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to 

earn their own living. (2 Thessalonians 6-12) 

 

As there is honor in hard work, there ought to be 

shame in laziness. If you will not work, you will not eat. 
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We have already discussed the danger of sleeping during 

the harvest. Remember, the ant is a hard worker and stores 

his provisions in summer and gathers his food at harvest. 

Go to the ant, you sluggard; 

consider its ways and be wise! 

It has no commander, 

no overseer or ruler, 

yet it stores its provisions in summer 

and gathers its food at harvest. 

How long will you lie there, you sluggard? 

When will you get up from your sleep? 

A little sleep, a little slumber, 

a little folding of the hands to rest— 

and poverty will come on you like a thief 

and scarcity like an armed man. (Proverbs 6.6-11) 

 

Again, we read in Proverbs 19.15, “Laziness brings 

on deep sleep, and the shiftless go hungry.” Or, “Do not 

love sleep or you will grow poor; stay awake and you will 

have food to spare.” (Proverbs 20.13) 

Resting from our work, however, has significantly 

more important meaning than resting physically. God 

commanded, “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the 

seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you 

shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, 

your male servant, or your female servant, or your 

livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in 

six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 

that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the 

Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.” (Exodus 

20.8-11) 

John Calvin said in the Catechism of the Church of 

Geneva, “We must give heed to the thing meant by it; 

namely, that being engrafted into the body of Christ, and 

made his members, we cease from our own works, and so 

resign ourselves to the government of God.” [32] 

And today, there remains a rest for the people of 

God. The author of Hebrews noted, “Therefore, since the 
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promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful 

that none of you be found to have fallen short of it. ... Now 

we who have believed enter that rest, just as God has said, 

“So I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter 

my rest.’ And yet his works have been finished since the 

creation of the world. For somewhere he has spoken about 

the seventh day in these words: “On the seventh day God 

rested from all his works.”And again in the passage above 

he says, “They shall never enter my rest.” Therefore since it 

still remains for some to enter that rest, and since those who 

formerly had the good news proclaimed to them did not go 

in because of their disobedience, God again set a certain 

day, calling it “Today.” This he did when a long time later 

he spoke through David, as in the passage already quoted: 

“Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” 

(Hebrews 4.1, 3-7) 

Gill explained, “Since the seventh day of the 

creation was a day of rest which God entered into, and not 

man; and since the land of Canaan was a typical rest, which 

the unbelieving Israelites did not enter into, because of 

unbelief; and yet there must be persons, and there must be a 

time for them to enter into the true rest which God has left 

a promise of; therefore he has limited, fixed, and appointed 

a certain day, the Gospel dispensation, for believers to enter 

into it.” [33] 

Salvation is found in Christ alone, who says plainly, 

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest.” (Matthew 11.28) In our sin, we cannot 

accept that Christ’s work is sufficient. We seek any 

opportunity to add our own work and merit. Christ answers, 

“Stop working! Rest in the work I have done.” 

Are you to seek first the kingdom of heaven? Then 

beware of doing it by works, for unless your righteousness 
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surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, 

you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. Christ 

answers, “Stop working! Rest in the work I have done.” 

Paul, then Saul, was likewise a Pharisee, 

“circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of 

the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, 

a Pharisee. Christ answers, “Stop working! Rest in the 

work I have done.” Moreover Paul was “educated at the 

feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of the law 

of our fathers, being zealous for God.” Christ answers, 

“Stop working! Rest in the work I have done.” 

Another Pharisee said to God, “I don't cheat, I don't 

sin, and I don't commit adultery. I'm certainly not like that 

tax collector!” Christ answers, “Stop working! Rest in the 

work I have done.” 

The father of the Protestant Reformation, Martin 

Luther, was searching for rest and peace with God. He 

joined a monastery to save his soul. Christ answers, “Stop 

working! Rest in the work I have done.” Luther would 

spend as many as six hours per day confessing his sins to a 

priest. Christ answers, “Stop working! Rest in the work I 

have done.” Next, Luther got on his hands and knees and 

began climbing 28 stone stairs and chanting “Our Father” 

along the way. Christ answers, “Stop working! Rest in the 

work I have done.” 

It was not until Luther realized that salvation was 

totally of grace, and grace alone, that he ceased from his 

works. God’s people, his remnant, are chosen by grace. 

Said Paul, “But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis 

of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace.” 

(Romans 11.6) 

Then let us remember the rest and stop trying to add 

our works to salvation. You say, “Yes, but I wear a suit and 
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tie to church, unlike other people.” Christ answers, “Stop 

working! Rest in the work I have done.” 

You say, “Yes, but I go to church twice on Sunday 

instead of just once.” Christ answers, “Stop working! Rest 

in the work I have done.” 

You say, “Yes, but my neighbor takes out the trash 

on Sunday evenings and I would never do that.” Christ 

answers, “Stop working! Rest in the work I have done.” 

It is interesting how many people seek to “keep the 

Sabbath” by gloomily sitting around each Sunday not 

turning on the television or taking out the trash, yet they are 

the greatest of Sabbath breakers because they believe deep 

inside they are more meritorious than the other guy for their 

work of Sabbath-keeping. Christ answers, “Stop working! 

Rest in the work I have done.” The minute salvation 

becomes about what you do, then grace is no longer grace.  

And so, even within this book, we must be careful 

to realize that we prepare our minds to act, refrain from 

sleeping during the harvest, seek first the Kingdom of God, 

count others better than ourselves, .listen quickly while 

being slow to speak, and bear one another’s burdens out of 

gratitude for what Christ has done for miserable sinners 

such as us and never, ever out of a longing for merit. Never 

out of pride. Never out self-glory. Never to convince us that 

we are better than the next sinner. Never apart from resting 

in Christ’s perfect work. 

In fact, God will look at your works, and even your 

best effort will be little more than a filthy rag before him. 

Even your best work will still be stained with the sin that is 

in your flesh. Even your prayers contain enough sin to 

condemn you forever. And your only hope will be that, 

while every command of God you attempted to keep was a 

failure on your part, Christ’s perfect obedience to the 
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Father might count on your behalf. What should possibly 

stir more gratitude? 

Ingratitude 

 

 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth!  

      For the LORD has spoken:  

      “I have nourished and brought up children,  

      And they have rebelled against Me;  

      The ox knows its owner  

      And the donkey its master’s crib;  

      But Israel does not know,  

      My people do not consider.”  

      Alas, sinful nation,  

      A people laden with iniquity,  

      A brood of evildoers,  

      Children who are corrupters!  

      They have forsaken the LORD,  

      They have provoked to anger  

      The Holy One of Israel,  

      They have turned away backward.  

      Why should you be stricken again?  

      You will revolt more and more.  

      The whole head is sick,  

      And the whole heart faints.  

      From the sole of the foot even to the head,  

      There is no soundness in it,  

      But wounds and bruises and putrefying sores;  

      They have not been closed or bound up,  

      Or soothed with ointment.  

      Your country is desolate,  

      Your cities are burned with fire;  

      Strangers devour your land in your presence;  

      And it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers.  

      So the daughter of Zion is left as a booth in a vineyard,  

      As a hut in a garden of cucumbers,  

      As a besieged city.  

      Unless the LORD of hosts  

      Had left to us a very small remnant,  

      We would have become like Sodom,  

      We would have been made like Gomorrah.  

      Hear the word of the LORD,  

      You rulers of Sodom;  

      Give ear to the law of our God,  

      You people of Gomorrah” (Isaiah 1.2-10) 

 

 I once heard it said that every single thing that 

happened to Christ as he walked upon this earth was less 

than he deserved. Conversely, every single thing that 

happens to man in this world is more than he deserves. 

These things are certainly true, and by this we can conclude 

that at every moment we must show gratitude to God for 

his mercy toward us.  
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 In Isaiah 1, the prophet painted a courtroom scene. 

As the prophet, he is the prosecutor bringing charges on 

behalf of Jehovah against God’s covenant people.  Isaiah 

characterizes God’s dealings with his people as a father 

nourishing his children. God has been good to his people. 

Even though God had given his people everything they 

needed, their response was to rebel. Hence, God will charge 

Israel with ingratitude for all he has done for them. And 

this ingratitude is due to lethargy.  

 God’s charge of ingratitude based on lethargy is 

seen in his words, “My people do not consider.” They do 

not give thought or merit to God’s word. Even an ox or 

donkey has greater wisdom than the people of God at this 

point. If nothing else, at least the donkeys know who their 

master is. 

 Spurgeon had said that if we receive favors from 

God, and do not feel love to him in return, we are worse 

than brute beasts; and so the Lord, in that pathetic verse in 

Isaiah, pleads against us, ‘The ox knoweth his owner, and 

the ass his master’s crib: but Israel doth not know, my 

people doth not consider.’ If we receive favors from God, it 

is but natural that we should love him in return. [34] 

 The sins of the Israelites seemed universal and 

great, and they provoked God to anger. Moreover, Israel 

was guilty of the sin of impudence. They knew they were 

sinning and did it anyway. They were not sinning out of 

ignorance, which demonstrates a great hardness of heart. It 

was Judah and Jerusalem that were chosen as God’s special 

people and given his oracles. Of those with much, much is 

expected. 

 Because Isaiah is charging God’s people with 

impudence, he describes them as having leprosy from their 

feet to their heads. A leper in the Old Testament was 

considered unclean so long as the leprosy was spreading. 
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But the leprosy may grow to a point that it could spread no 

more. And that is the comparison that Isaiah is making. The 

sin of the people was so great, it couldn’t possibly get any 

worse. 

 After all, the kingdom was lying in ruin, and God’s 

people should have seen in that God’s judgment. Seeing the 

kingdom in ruins should be enough to lead them to 

repentance, but they did not repent. Remember, Isaiah was 

writing to the Jews at the time of the first temple, which 

means that the temple of the Lord was still supposed to be 

glorious. The Ark of the Covenant was there. The glory of 

God was there. Nonetheless, God saw his people as a 

cottage in a field of cucumbers, very insulting and 

unglorious. 

 And how does God’s dealing with the unthankful 

Jews weigh on us today? Do we properly consider God’s 

word? Do we knowingly sin? Are we grateful? John Calvin 

pointed out, “To apply these observations to our own times, 

we ought to consider whether our condition be not equal, or 

even superior to that which the Jews formerly enjoyed. 

Their adoption into the family of God bound them to 

maintain the purity of his worship. Our obligation is 

twofold; for not only have we been redeemed by the blood 

of Christ, but he who once redeemed us is pleased to favor 

us with his Gospel, and in this manner prefers us to all 

those whom he still allows to remain blinded by ignorance. 

If we do not acknowledge these things, how much more 

severe punishment shall we deserve? For the more full and 

abundant the grace of God which hath been poured out on 

us, the higher will be the ingratitude of which it shall 

convict us.” [35] 

 And what of all those whom God allows to remain 

blinded by ignorance? When we look about us today at 

such ignorant, blinded sinners, we must realize that God 
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through the prophet Isaiah is describing us too – apart from 

the grace of God. So we reflect upon the kind of people we 

are in the flesh, and the kind of people we were before God 

called us to salvation; we are as bad as any sinner we 

encounter. We are worse than the ox and the ass apart from 

the grace of God that saves us. Therefore when we see 

sinners about us whom God has allowed to remain blind 

and ignorant, it should evoke in us a great gratitude. This is 

where the Jews had failed, bringing us back to the charge 

against them: ingratitude. 

 We must be a grateful people. Martin Luther 

declared that gratitude was “the basic Christian attitude.” 

Johnathan Edwards insisted that love, gratitude, and 

thankfulness toward God are among the signs of true 

religion. Legend has it that Mathew Henry said on the night 

he was robbed, “I thank Thee first because I was never 

robbed before; second, because although they took my 

purse they did not take my life; third, although they took 

my all, it was not much; and fourth, because it was I who 

was robbed and not I who robbed.” 
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What is the gospel of grace? 

 

What is the gospel? To answer this question rightly, 

we return first to the idea of the covenant. In the beginning, 

God made a covenant with man in the Garden of Eden. The 

parties to this covenant were God and Adam, Adam not 

representing himself, but all mankind. This covenant was 

sovereignly imposed on Adam, and God’s moral law was 

the perfect standard of the covenant. Adam was required to 

have perfect, unceasing obedience to God’s moral law. 

There were also some specific commands given to Adam. 

He was made to take care of the garden and to name the 

animals. One positive requirement given to Adam, though, 

he failed. 

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, 

“Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for 

in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” –Genesis 
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2.16-17 Of course, Eve ate of the apple convinced her 

husband to do the same. And as God had foretold, Adam, 

and mankind represented by Adam, died. What does it 

mean that Adam and his posterity died? It means, of course, 

that we must all die, in terms of a physical dissolution of 

the body, until such time as Christ returns. As God 

pronounced the punishment for Adam having eaten of the 

apple, God stated, “For dust you are, And to dust you shall 

return.” (Genesis 3.19b) 

However, death by sin means more than this. It 

means we now live lives of misery in this sin-cursed world. 

Paul declared in 2 Corinthians 11.23, “I speak as a fool—I 

am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above 

measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often.” It 

was not that Paul had physically died more than once; 

rather, his life of misery was described as deaths. We see 

this concept again in Exodus 10.17, when God had plagued 

Egypt with locusts, Pharaoh pleaded with Moses and Aaron 

to, “Now therefore, please forgive my sin only this once, 

and entreat the LORD your God, that He may take away 

from me this death only.” The misery that had come upon 

Egypt is described as death. In a world fallen in sin, there 

will always be the death of continual misery. 

Moreover, mankind became worthy of eternal 

death, meaning eternal punishment in the absence of God. 

Thus Jesus warned in Mark 9.43-44, “If your hand causes 

you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life 

maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into 

the fire that shall never be quenched— where ‘The worm 

does not die And the fire is not quenched.’” 

Perhaps, above all, is the meaning in death by sin 

that mankind died spiritually. Paul speaks of this in his 

letter to the Ephesians, particularly in verse 2.2-3, “And 

you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 
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in which you once walked according to the course of this 

world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the 

spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among 

whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of 

our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, 

and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.” 

The reason we are full of sin is that we are 

spiritually dead. We are totally depraved, and that total 

depravity affects every aspect of our man. Yes, it even 

includes our wills. No greater lie has stained the church 

today than the lie of free willism. In truth, our wills are 

dead. Apart from regeneration by the Holy Spirit, it is 

impossible one could ever choose for the glory of God. 

And not only are we depraved, but we are unable to do 

anything about it. As Paul teaches in Romans 8.6-7, “For to 

be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is 

life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against 

God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can 

be.” Thus not only are our natural minds not subject to the 

law of God – the standard of his covenant made with Adam 

– but it cannot be subject to God’s law. We are not only 

totally depraved, but we are totally unable to do anything 

about it. 

And so we face a dilemma. God demands perfect 

and unceasing obedience to his perfect standards, yet we 

are a dead, fallen race. So the question faces us: Does total 

depravity plus total inability result in total hopelessness. To 

we answer, only if we look to ourselves. If we put faith in 

ourselves, then we are, indeed hopeless. From our 

conception in the womb we have fallen short of God’s 

perfect standard. (Psalm 51.5) But if we look to Jesus 

Christ, who fully fulfilled God’s moral law, who fully took 

the punishment that was due to sinners, then we have 

salvation from sin and hell. For when we died by sin, God 
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declared that we deserved eternal punishment. Certainly, 

God will punish. God will punish every sin ever 

committed, either in Christ or in the sinner. As John 

Baptizer declared in John 3.36, “He who believes in the 

Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the 

Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” 

In that covenant of works made in the garden, 

Adam was placed under a structure of “Do this and live, do 

that and die.” We died. Now, the wrath of God abides on us 

unless we are found covered in the blood of Jesus Christ by 

grace alone. The covenant of grace declares, “We live 

because Christ has done it all.” And though we are bound 

by time and see the covenant of grace instituted after the 

covenant of works, yet God is not bound by time. Grace 

was never Plan B; it was always God’s purpose. As Peter 

commands in 1 Peter 1.18-21, “knowing that you were not 

redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from 

your aimless conduct received by tradition from your 

fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 

without blemish and without spot. He indeed was 

foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was 

manifest in these last times for you who through Him 

believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave 

Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.” In other 

words, the foreordaining of a redeemer is apart from time. 

Thus, Dr. Richard Bacon has defined the covenant 

of grace as follows: “The covenant of grace is a compact 

between God and the elect sinner made in eternity by God 

and sovereignly administered by him alone. By it, God 

declares his free grace concerning eternal salvation and all 

its parts, freely given to those in covenant by and fore the 

surety-mediator, Jesus Christ.” (Bacon, n.d.) And this lies 

at the heart of the gospel of grace we proclaim as 

Christians. It lies at the heart of the gospel of grace so 
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badly needed in the schools. We return to Ephesians 2 and 

look at Paul’s words more fully: 

“And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and 

sins, in which you once walked according to the course of 

this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, 

the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 

among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the 

lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of 

the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as 

others. But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great 

love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in 

trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 

have been saved), and raised us up together and made us sit 

together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the 

ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His 

grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by 

grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone 

should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2.1-

10) 

This rich summary of gospel, penned by Paul 

through the Holy Spirit, is filled with such instruction, 

comfort, and declaration of the gospel of grace that it 

behooves us to consider several points closely. The gospel 

is the good news to sinners that Jesus Christ, out of a love 

for those who hated him, died for the sins of his people. By 

grace God calls them to life from spiritual death, gives 

them the gift of faith so that they may repent and have 

union with Christ, sanctifies them in this present life, holds 

them in his hands so that they may never escape his grasp, 

preserves them and prepares them for glory. 
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First we note that man is spiritually dead. He does 

not merely have a “sin problem.” He is not neutral. He is 

not evil; rather, he is much, much worse. He is spiritually 

dead. “… who were dead in trespasses and sins …” And, 

praise God, from this death he raised us to life. “… because 

of His great love with which He loved us, even when we 

were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ 

…” 

To deny that man’s natural condition is spiritually 

dead, we begin with a false premise and lose all hope of 

arriving at the true gospel. So often the unregenerate sinner 

is pictured as a man drowning in a river. He is helplessly 

flailing his arms to and fro, screaming for help, and 

struggling as best he possibly can. Above him is a hand 

reaching down from heaven to symbolize God offering to 

save the struggling swimmer if he would only reach out and 

grab it. For many reasons, this is in no way the true gospel. 

For now it is sufficient to mention the primary reason at 

hand: this picture presents man has having some natural 

ability to fight, to want to be saved, to keep his head above 

water. This picture paints man as something other than 

dead. If the picture were accurate, the first correction would 

need to be that our man in the water is facedown. He is 

capable of nothing more than the dead-man’s float. 

Returning to Paul’s synopsis of the good news of 

the gospel of grace, note secondly that we are saved by 

grace. The fact that we are saved by grace consequently 

eliminates the possibility that we are saved by anything 

else. This was the question that Martin Luther so longed to 

frame and answer: are their two ways to be saved? Are 

there two gospels? Is grace all of God and none of man? Or 

is man able to contribute in some way? The early Galation 

church had fallen into the same trap, as it is our nature to 

desire a place in our own salvation. Many Galations had 
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been bewitched by Judaizers convincing them that they had 

to be circumcised to be saved. 

“Yes, Jesus!” they would cry. “But circumcision 

too!” 

“It’s great that you’ve become Christians, now you 

need to be good Jews by obeying the law to be 

circumcised!” 

Even though these false teachers argued that 

salvation was in Christ, they inserted one but. “But,” they 

said, “you must also be circumcised.” And from that we 

can learn that it takes only one but, and the gospel is no 

longer the gospel. It takes only one but, and grace is no 

longer grace. Hence, if the gospel is a gospel of grace, there 

is not a single but that we can add. The gospel is not grace 

plus circumcision, grace plus obedience, grace plus 

baptism, grace plus indulgences. Nor is the gospel grace 

plus an act of man’s free will. If we claim grace cannot be 

effective until man, by his free will, condescends to Jesus’ 

invitation, we are no less guilty than the false teachers that 

claimed grace is not effective until we are circumcised. 

And Paul, under the divine inspiration of the Holy Ghost, 

declared those teachers to be eternally condemned, 

anathema. 

Notice third from the passage in Ephesians that 

salvation is by grace and through faith. We are not saved 

because we come to Christ in faith. If we were, faith would 

be a work by which we merit salvation. The difference 

between the Christian and the unbeliever would be the 

Christian’s meritorious work of faith. 

This is made clear in the Belgic Confession: 

However, we do not mean, properly speaking, that it is 

faith itself that justifies us-- for faith is only the instrument 

by which we embrace Christ, our righteousness. But Jesus 

Christ is our righteousness in making available to us all his 
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merits and all the holy works he has done for us and in our 

place. And faith is the instrument that keeps us in 

communion with him and with all his benefits. [36] 

Oh how guilty Christians have become of preaching 

salvation by works – the work of faith. We have contorted 

the order in which benefits of Christ’s salvation become 

ours. If the gospel is truly of grace alone, then logically, 

regeneration must precede faith. Remember, man’s 

depravity is total; he is dead as a doornail. His natural state 

is enmity with God. He hates his Creator. And until we 

understand the problem, we will never, ever understand the 

solution. Yet, the problem is even bigger than that. Not 

only is man totally depraved, he is totally unable to do 

anything about it. Thus, we cannot please God, nor do we 

even want to. We are spiritually dead. 

“But the natural man does not receive the things of 

the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can 

he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” (1 

Corinthians 2.14) Again, it is impossible for us to receive 

anything of God in our state of death. So how is it that man 

could possibly have faith before God regenerated him to 

spiritual life? Yet the majority of those today who claim to 

be the church preach just the opposite, that God regenerates 

man as a reward for his faith. This is a false gospel. 

Christ told Nicodemus that a man must be born 

again before he can even see the kingdom of God (John 

3.3). Therefore, regeneration must precede faith. Christ 

declared that no one comes to him unless the Father draws 

them (John 6.44). Therefore, regeneration must precede 

faith. Without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 

11.6), and those who are in the flesh cannot please God 

(Rom. 8.8). Therefore we cannot have faith until we’ve 

been regenerated, for faith is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 

5.22). 
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If faith were something we could muster on our 

own before regeneration, then faith would be a meritorious 

work by which we are rewarded with salvation. The truth is 

that we are totally depraved, totally unable to do anything 

about it, and totally unable to produce faith. That is why the 

gospel must be grace alone. Since mankind’s fall into sin, 

God requires of us that which we cannot do. If we look to 

ourselves in any way, whether our free will, our faith, our 

works, our baptism, then total depravity results in total 

hopelessness. For every sin will be punished by God, either 

in Christ or in the sinner. But if by grace God imputes to us 

all Christ’s merits, then we are acquitted of our sin. Give 

glory to God for his gospel of grace. 
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